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The Validity 7 of Presbyterian Ordination 1 
argued, 9 5 Jeſus Chriſt's being 
the F ounder, the ſole 007 1 
and ſupreme Head and Ruler of 1 
the Chriſtian Church. „% - _ 
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A Lift of the Send en 180 tank 8 
preached the DvupLeian Lecture. 


The Res. Present e 


Mr. Barnard of Marblehead. 


Dr. Wiggleſworth, Profeſſor of Divinity. 
Dr. Appleton of Cambridge. 


Mr. Prince of Boſton was ficſt choſe, bat 37 i 


clined on account of his ill ſtate of health. 
Mr. Gay of Hingham. 


Or. Squall of Baſtop frſt choſe, but dedliget 


OR account of his Age. 


Mr. Wiggleſworth of ny. — 


Dr. Chauncy of Boſton v6 1 85 2 
Mr. Clark of Danvers. 0 I. v 
Mr. Abbot of Charleſtown 5 


Dr. Pemberton of Boſton. 


; Mr. Cooke of. Cambridge. | 


Mr. 1 of Salem. 


Dr. Mather of Boſton. 55 
Mr. Adams of Roxbur rx. 


Br. Eliot of Boſton. 

Mr. Stevens of. Kitter y. 
Dr. Cooper of Boſton. 
Mr. Webſter of Saliſbury. 


Preſident Langdon. 


Mr. Morrill - of Wilmington. 8 
Mr. Wigglefworth, Profeſſor ol Divinity, 


'S'P Several of theſe Sermons were printed, It is Je- 1 5 
0 ſired by many, that che public may be favored 

* with the others, which are. e n 
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Je US 45, wered, my. Kingdom is not 1 this ; 
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: Ti is 4 P ig Which Chriſtiane Ire generally 


A; which are ſo. 


Phe Ohurch of Nen . added hereto muy 


of their own traditions, together with many decrees 


of Popes and Councils, as ifallible interpreters of the 


word and Will of God, t to Wien they Reade an * 


= "gre of dirinity. 


Proteſtants profeſs, i dead; to rejeft'r toſs; in ths | 


general, as groundleſs and unwarrantable additions to 


the chriſtian ſyſtem; yet Proteſtants * er wholly, | 


. nee dilfentions mog chemſelves. 5 
JE | | Whether 


agreed, that the declarations of Chriſt and his 
Apoſtles, which we have! ip the New-Teſtament, 
are of divine authority ;” tho? they are not fo 
fully agreed that theſe are the mY thiogs, alben 


e + s LS > 


1 1 Whether it is * ſome, who. * rejected hs 
4 groſſer corruptions of the Romiſh Church, are ſtill 
z fond of retaining ſome of a ſmaller ſize, as leſs hurt- 

= ful, or more to their. taſte ;- or that length of time, 


on 
4 
F 1 


and the mutable nature of language, have led them 

to affix different ideas to the ſame things — from | 
whatever cauſe jt hath proceeded, ſo it is, that their 
conceptions of the Chriſtian Church, and particularly 
of the officers Chriſt hath appointed in it, and of the 

| powers with which mY are velted, are, in ſome 185 

pPoints, very different. 


But as the Goſpel c contiones he: ſame—as the 

words of Chriſt and his Apoſtles, there” recorded, 
remain unchanged, however mutable men's opinions 
or practice may be, it muſt be a good rule, for de- 

termining what is of divine authority, and what is 
not, to recur to this original plan; and, by carefully 
_ examining things by i it, to > form and ſettle our own. 
Jet 


A By thus tracing back, to its feſt hs any 

W ſyſtem of religion,. which pretends to be founded on 
= | tdbe Goſpel, or to have Chriſt for its author, we are 

n wmoſt likely to diſtinguiſn what is true and genuine, 

% from what is ſpurious cr apocryphal—— what is from 

2 heaven, and of divine authority, from what is of 
: this world, or the inventions of men—to ſeparate one 

from the other, and to receive or reject «ccordiogly. 
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A It is agreeable to this method that I ſhall attempt, 

ES. . from the paſſage of ſcripture now read, as the foun- 
3 dation of my diſcourſe, to conſider the particular 
ſubject whichis, at this time, to engage our attention; 

1 mean * * Sq . of 9 Ocdination,” 
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But what can be farther ſaid upon a ſubjen 0 
limited in its natufe, and which has now been fa 
often handled in the rotation of this Lecture? It has 
been already ſo throughly and fully examined and 

diſcuſſed, both with reſpect to ſcripture and antiquity ; 
and particularly by one of os venerable Fathers, 
whoſe diſcourſe has been made public, that little or 
| nothing new can be added. 


The: moſt, it is hoped, ala can now be d 
is, that the ſubject may be ſtill held up in ſome new 
points of view, whereby farther light may poſſibly 
de caſt upon it, and ſome additional weight given 
Lo the arguments already uſed to ſupport and vine 
cate the Practice of theſe churches. 


11 will be readily granted, I preſume, chat by the 
kingdom of Chriſt, mentioned in my text, is intended 
the Church of Chriſt. He is a King, though not 

like earthly princes. The King of Zion is meek 
_ and lowly, He claims no dominion over the ſtates 
of this world, as ſuch, nor does he aſſume any thing 
of the outward ſpleador and e of * 


They who katicns 1 in 7 as ; the 800 of God, a 
the Saviour of the world -O openly acknowledge 

him under that important character, and ſincerelß 
ſubmit themſelves to the government of his ſacred 
laws All ſuch, whether conſidered at large, as 
ſcattered through the world, or as united together 


in diſtinct ſocieties, are his loyal ſubjects. Over . 


| be reigns, and theſe are his church or kingdom. 
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3 As e n, and ed to tas 
4 ponent buſineſs, he has founded this kingdom, 
= t He is the ſupreme head over it, and ſole 1 
m it. The officers of this kingdom are appointed 
0 their qualifications and powers deſcribed and aſcer- 
1 tained, and the duties of their office pointed out 4 
N him: And to him albne the Tubjefts of this kingdom 
Tn : are accountable in what relates merely to __ * 

1 1 ſentiments and eternal falvation, 

| " heſe are things implied | in the Fon tags of 
1 which 1 ſhall particularly notice, and conſider, 6 


. The being and conftitution r the Chrif un 
Church are of divine original. Fo: 8 


1 Jeſus Chit, as the tober ant and bead 
this fociety, hach the fole right and authority 
3 dpf making aud eſtabliſhing laws, aud W 
1 „ offfcers f in it. And therefore, _ 


m No la or officers in the Gren 
are td be eſteemed, as of divine zuthority, 4 

farther than they are laws made and o6fficery 
conſtituted and appointed by Chriſt ; or than as 
te are vonfotmabſe ro that original and divine 5 


; oa Flat de bath left os. Ren 
3 re Wnkdettiion ef dee dinge thiy lead 10 
5 e foms prepet view of the particular point before us — 
1 rerlan e be a juft tight, d ew the 


Lees forte * * weng — it. 
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1 The being and een of the Chriſtian | 


Church are of divine original. 


The juſtneſs of this obſervation from ths text 
appears from the manner in which our Saviour ex- 
preſſed himſelf—My kingdom is niet of this world. 
1 took not its riſe from the craft and ſubtilty, or 
from the ambition and power of men. It was not 
founded by human policy and wiſdom, but originated 
from heaven, and is of a divine and ſpiritual nature. 


That the Chriſtian Church originated from heaven 
appears from the evidence we have of Chriſt's divine 
miſſion into the world, who was the founder and 
framer of it. And of the ſufficiency of this evidence 
no one can reaſonably dotbr, who, with a fair and 
candid mind, ſhall examine this evidence, as it ariſes 
from the prophecies that went before concernitig 
Chriſt, compared with the correſponding events which 
| happened, as to the time and place, and other circum- 
ſtances of his birth, and the manner of his life. As 
it ariſes likewiſe from the many and inconteſtible 
-miracles which he wrought, healing the fick by a 
word, and raifing the dead to lite, &c.—frotn the mofe 


than human wiſdom and knowledge he. diſcovered— 


from the prediftions he delivered, and their exact ac- 
complifhment, and particolarly as to his own reſut- 
rection; and from ſome other things which might be 
mentioned to the ſame purpofe. No one, I imagine, 
who ſball confider theſ things, with a mind free from 
| Prejudice, and open to conviction, can retain a reaſonas 
ble doubt, but that Chriſt was what he pretended to be 
he Son of God and Saviour of the void. That he 
came doun from heaven, as he declared, coffimiioned 
and ſent by the Father; and that God was with bin / 
«owned and approved of him iu what be did. 
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And' this being granted, it follows, that whatever | 2 
Chriſt did, in profecytian of his important miniſtry, MX 


was from diyine authority, agreeable to what- he 


ſometimes declared, that be /pake the words ang 40 5 
the W Hot She abr 


Hom forth as his alters; ; Wefers could he 257 : 


with proprie y — 4. my Father Sat ſent 1 eren 


# fend 1 you + 


| And the deine appointment and miſficn of 3 | 
prime miniſters of the Golpe] was ahundantly au- 


| thenticated and confirmed by their being endued 


With the power of working miracles themſelves; o 


confirm the doftrives. they ſhould. teach, and the 


facts they ſhou'd relate; and particularly by their 
being, according ro Chriſt's prediian arid promiſe, 


leg with the Holy Ghoſt, on the day of Pentecoſt, 
when they ſpake a yariety of lapguages, ta the aſtqs 
Rat of choſe who heard them. +» 


Thos qualified for ſpreading the Goſpel hfroagh 
"the world —tor propagating and eſtabliſhing the king- 
dom of Chriſt, they received this commiſſion trom 
their Maſter and Lord, introduced with a dec laration 
of his diyine power and authority 4 pazuer 4s 
_ grven 1 unto me in heaven and” in earth. Go 16 and. 
teach all nations, baptizing them in the name of 
the Father, and of the Son. and of the Haly Gholt. 
Teaching them to obſerve all Frogs e [ havs 


4 Joh 4. 21. 1 Mitt. xxviil, 18, 19, 20 
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evidence of their heavenly miſſion and of the divinicy 


of that religion they taugtit, For though oY 


appeared as lheep iu the midit of wolves Thoug 


they had to encounter: the 1gnorance and ſuperitition 


the bigotry and malice of this world, and met with 


great oppoſiiion — wich harulhips and ſufferings, yet 
they triumphed over all, and ſoon tpicad the Golpel - 


far and wide. Many believed aud turned to the 


| Lord, and by baptiſty were gachered into che Church | 


of Chiiſt. 


> * 6 


head, and furniſhed with proper officers for their 
religious goyerament, inſtruction and edification. 


Thos was the kingdem of Chriſt firlt ſer up iu 
the world. Not, as I ſaid before, by human policy 


- and power, but in oppolition to theſe. It had uot 
its firit riſe from, nor any dependence upon this 
world. lis being and exiſtence were exideatly trom 
— Heaven, It was the 
divitie wiſdom, poet and gogdneſs, | 


And not only the firſt foundation and eſtabliſh. 


ment of the, Church of Chriſt, but its whole frame 
_ and toeaſtirution, and, the great end for which it was 
erected, exhibit ſtrong and convincing marks of it 


heavenly original. Of all chis we mult be ſenſible. 


it we examine the New: Teſtament, where the natute 


aud delgu of Crit kingdoms, arg repreſguicd. 


Thus commiſſioned, the Apoſtles ſet out on their 
miuiſtry; and the ſurprizing tucceſs which attended 
their labors, may be juſtly viewed as an additional 


2 crety, ſmall at firſt, and as a grain of muſtard 

| ſeed, preſently enlarged aud ipread itſelf through _ 
the nations. Particular ſocieties were formed in 

different places—united under Jeſus. their common 


I: en the work of God=the effect of 


0 12 * 


Let us ew” hoe the wo and ordinances of this 


kingdom - the ſacred rules and maxims by which the 
ſubjects of it are to be goyerned. They have no- 
_ - thing of this world in view. They are not calculated 
to advance men in earthly riches and greatneſs, nor 
to elevate ſome aboye others, in worldly pomp and 
dignity ; but they breath à celeſtial ſpirit and in- 
fluence, and are manifeſtly deſigned to rectify the 
diſorders of our minds — to improye and perfect our 


natures—to make us like to the bleſſed God, and 


fir. for thoſe high and noble enjoyments which are 


conſonant to our rational and moral nature. 
Let us view there the ſanctions of theſe laws. 


They are not taken from this world. The rewards 
en e to the obedient, are not any high and 


onor able offices in this life, and Jucrative poſts and 


| employments; nor the puniſhments threatned, pecu- 
| Diary, muſets, fines, impriſonment, S 


The great motives by which the laws of Chriſt 


ere enforced, lie above, and beyond the preſent ſtate 
and ſcene of things. They reſpe& the favor or 

diſpleaſure of Almighty God, and excrlſting . | 
neſs or woe in a future world. 


Nor are the officers Chriſt hath appointed in his 


: kingdom like the rulers of this world. They have 
no lordly power and authority over his ſubjects, like 
| What is exerciſed by the princes of the Gentiles, 
LIaſtead of ryrannizing over others, they are to be 

| their ſervants, miniſtering to them in acts of kindneſs 
and benevolence. Ir is their duty, indeed, to en- 
deavour the enlargement of Chriſt's kingdom, and 

do increaſe: the number of his ſubjects, but not by 
hoy of the hoſtile meaſures of this world the 


weapogs 


TE 


weapons of their warfare are not et But they 
are to endeavour this, by preaching up a crucified 
Saviour, and publiſhing the truths of his Goſpel, in 
their purity and ſimplicity by epligkteniog men's 
minds. and convincing and perſuading their judgments, 
not by the abſurd method of bodily tortures, or any 
other motives. taken from this world, but by argu- 
ments drawn from the ſacred oracles, and ſuited to 
their intellectual nature. 


The buſineſs of Chriſt's miniſters, who are en 
in his kingdom, is to ſeek eſpecially the ſpiritual 
welfare and happineſs of his ſubjects. To elevate 
their minds aboye this world - to raiſe their views to 
heaven, as their proper home, and to endeavour me 
Preparation for that blefled abode. 


Ina word. The whole frame and conſtitution of 


; the Chriſtian church. as delineated and ſet before us 


in the Goſpel], as well as the manner in which it was 
firſt founded and ſet up, declare its divine original. 
From heaven it took its riſe, and the great deſign of 
it is, to bring men to that glorious and happy place. 
From this account of the being and conſtitution 

of the Chriſtian Church, I proceed to the — 
thing noticed from the tet. 


II. Jeſus Chriſt, as the founder and wins head 
of this ſociety, hath "the ſole right of making 
and eſtabliſhing laws, and appointing officers in It, 


Teſus anſwered, my kingdom, &c. He therefore is 
Kiog of this eccleſiaſtical ſociety, which implies his 
| ſovereign dominion over it. And it ſeems eſſential 
to his being poſſefſed of ſuch dominion, that the 
poyer of legiſlation and government ſhould be wholly 

e nous 

This 
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ie abfolute retitude of bis liehe adds per- 
ehen of his wiſdom and e and his con- 


o by * ' 
IJ 
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big & not the caſe; indeed ; [ mean, it dughi nat 
to be the caſe, in ciyil ſtates, and cannot be, iu free. 
ſtaeg, where. ſubje&s have a proper enjoy ment of 


their gult rights. For as all human power muſt 


W reſide in and proceed from the community, 


thaygh elevated in office, yet, ſtrictly ſpeak- 


: — ae he ereatares and ſeryanis ot the people. 


d Ad tte higbeſt eärtbiy tulefs are but imper 
fett men - liable to miſconduct through ignorance, 

_ avarice, ambition, &c. it is reaſonable they thoald 
never be poffeſſed of abſoſute, uncontroulable au ho- 

rity. Ic n juſt, add tends to the good of ſociety, 

tat the date ſhould always ta ve this check upon che 


lepiflatine und goyerding powers, to reſume that au- 


thority which they have parted with, only ſor the 
en whenever {uch authority is abuſed. 


But in ſuch teſpects as theſe, Chriſt's kingdom * 
nt of tits world. Note of his ſabjects ever ſtood 


2 * tevesl with him, hör contributed any thing 10 


kt is his own property. 


n Befides, that bü this account, he may per 
to have a natural right td Tovereign dominion, he is 


eminently 2 to exerciſe fuch. aaa, with- 
ſing it, 


ſammate goodneſs, render it 1 dle but (pa his 
tows and government ſhould be K always juſt an d right, 


5 and cakulaed lor che nah and 9 of "his | 


A / A * . 
- k * — 
* 


preme power of Which he is poſſeſſes, His 
kingdom is of his own e and eltatthing— 


— 


And Chriſt being thus bead over ul things pride 
( Church, 2 ſuppoſitran that any, belides him, may 
have power of legiſlation and 1 it 8 
whally without foundation. Fot ſpch u ee 
independently of bim, aud by an authefſty gf tber 
own; or elle as his delegates, apd by a power, def 
from him; neither of which can be the caſs 
For to ſuppofe they act indepetdestiy of him, & 
molt obviouſly inconſiſtent with his own ſapramacy. 
*Fhis is at once to dethrone him, and take his kin 
dom our of his hands. And as to any one's actit . 
dy delegation, or as having received power and au- 
thority from him, to make la qs, and appojgt officers 
In his kingdom, of this we hape not the leaſt inzima- 
tion in the New- Teſtament, Chriſt has (copſtizured 
po ſuch law-makers and vicegerents in his gcherth; 
. and we have abundant reaſon io conclude. he beter 
 Inrenged there ſhyule be any. He has gives it in C 
ſolemn charge to all his ſubjects, not 10 aſſume ar 1 
_ Pietend io any ſuch awitorny, nor to ſubmit zo it 
it uſurped, gr claimed by others. Call no man r 
Father upon earth—neither be ye called Maſters. 
One is your Father who is in heaven — Que is yout 
Maſter epen Chriſt, and all ye are brethrgn,*% _ 


© And this ſupreme dominion and authority of our 

exaſted Redeemer muſt have reſpeR; not only to the 

| fimple acts of making laws and appointing 0 cers Jou 

dis kingdom, but to whatever will have it flaencę on. 
the bature and operation of faws; as for inſtance <- 
the partietzlar ſenſe in which they are to be vnderfipod 

| and obeyed, And to whatever will affect the buſineſs 

of officers-=3s their rank and dignity, and the powers 

committed c them. This will be gvideny ot <a 


moments reflection. b 


Matt. xxii. 8, 9, 16, 


MM 


* x +» 4 
* + * 

. ! * 

5 * 

F. ö ' [ | 
7 = x | ; 
EY f \ 

= 

PR. 


- 


For, Ie it be fappoſed that any man, or body of 
- men, have authority to determine the ſenſe of certaid 
doctrines or laws of Chriſt, ſo as to oblige others to 
receive them in f heir particular fenſe. it is obvious 
ſuch men may, by virtue of their own interpretation, 


alter the nature of theſe doctrines and laws, juſt as 
they pleaſe; and may abſolutely annithilacte them, as 


to their original intention. And theſe authofitative 
Interpreters would, in effect, be the legifhators and 
rulers. in Chriſt's kingdom, in contradiction to. his 
own acknowledged ſupremacy and dominion. | 


So likewife, if new officers ſhould be added. to 
thoſe Chriſt hath appointed in his kingdom, or, 


Which amounts to much the fame, if thoſe he hath 
conſtituted ſhould be altered, and made different from 
what they were—if, for inſtance, that equality which, 


*tis ſuppoſed, the New - Teſtament clearly points out 


between biſhops and preſByrers or elders—if this 
equality ſhoald be deftroyed—if ſome of theſe ſhould 
be exalted above others in dignity and power—ſhould 
de raiſed to diſtinguiſned honors and privileges, and 
authorized to perform peculiar acts, from which others 
are excluded, as incapable, it is manifeſt that by ſuch _ 
changes and alterations in the Chriſtian Church, itt 
would become quite a different thing from what it: 
was when firſt conſtituted. . It could be, but in part. 
the kingdom of Chriſt; in part it muſt be a kingdom 


of this world; or the kingdom of thoſe men, who a 
made theſe changes and alterations in it, Ee. 


But now, Chriſt being the ſupreme and werte 


| Lord over his own Church or kingdom—being the 
ſiole legiſlator and authoritative ruler- in it, muſt 
. and forever exclade all — from any ſuck 


authority | 
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authority and power — from any authority to make 


new laws, or appoint new officers in his kingdom 
from all authority even to interpret any of his laws 


or doctrines. ſo as to oblige others to receive and 
| obey them, in their particular ſenſe. And, as intirely 


muſt this exclude all others from authority to make 
any diſtintions among the officers of his kingdom, 


which he hath not made;—to give powers to ſome 
which he has not granted, or to deptive others of 


thoſe with which he has inveited them, 


And if this reaſoning i is juſt, it fallows, ; conceive, 


as an undeniable conſequence. 


< 


III That no laws or officers now in the Chriſtian ; 


Church are to be eſteemed as of divine autho- 


rity, any farther than they are laws made and 
officers conſtituted and appointed by Chriſt, or, 
than as they are conformable to that original 


divine plan he has left us. 


This concluſion: reſults from its being manifeſtly 


ineonſiſtent with the ſupreme dominion of Chriſt in 


his own kingdom, that any beſides him, and inde» 


pendent of him, ſhould have authority to act as le- 
giſlators and rulers in it. Any laws, therefore, or 
officers, which have taken place in the Chriſtian 
Church, and appear not; or, ſo far as they appear 
not, to have been made and conſtituted by Chriſt, 
we are not to look upon as properly belonging 0 


his kingdom, nor as of divine authority. 


And this naturally brings us to conſider and ex- 
amine the particular point we have in view, vz. 
«6 the article of Preſbyterian ordipation.”, 
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„ 1 eangot perſuade myſelf, indeed, but that, if all 
controverſy was out of fight, no one could reaſonably 
doubt the validity of ordination by Preſbyters or 
Elders, who, with a fair and honeſt mind, ſhould 


examine that plan of the Chriſtian Church the Goſpel 
ſets before us, 


We, as Diſſenters from the Church of England 
or rather, as forming our ſentiments by the ſacred 
Seriptures, believe and aſſert this validity, The 
Churches in this country, in general, with many elſe- 
where, practiſe upon this principle; and, we doubt 
not, God approves our practice — has greatly bleſſed, 
and will continue to bleſs the miuiſtrations of his 
yon thus ordained. 5 


Epiſcopalians, as they are called, zealouſiy oppoſe t us 
in this point, and repreſent our ordinations as null 
and void. And it is oppoſition from this quarter, and 

ot any doubtful circumſtances, attending the ſubject 
kel, upon a ſcripture view of it, which has W 


the defence of this article i important, and, 'tis likely, 


gave riſe to this lecture, in the miud of the hono- 
1 founder.  - 


- It is an avowed principle of the Church of England, 
: no immaterial part of the foundation of its pre- 
fent grand hierarchy, that Biſhops aud Preſbyters are 
not the ſame, but iwo diſtin officers in the Church 
of Chriſt ;—that Biſhops are an order ſuperior in 
rank and dignity, and bave, in particular, the power 
ef ordaining others, or ſeparating them to the goſpel- 
nn which Preſbyters have not. 


In ſupport of theſe ſentimente, ſome writers on that 
ade che queſtion have laid great weight on what, they 
ſay, were the opinions and practice of the church in the 
n ages of 1 it, and even from the Ow days. 


* 


1 


Bu any conſiderable acquaintance with the ancietn_ 
hiſtory of the church mult ſatisfy the unprejudiced, 
thai no argument of any force can be drawn from 
thence, For it is manifeſt, and is acknowledged by 
ſome of the moſt learned and judicious of Epiſcopalians 
themſelves, that, in the earlieſt ages, the words Preſby- 
ter and Biſhop were uſed, as they were by the in- 
| ſpired writers, without any diſcrimination ; and iar 
tended perſons of one and the ſame office. x 


| In times more remote from the apoſtolic age, when, 
through length of time, and the Juſts of men, various 
cor ruptions had crept into the church, it is readily 

| acknowledged theſe words were uſed, by ſome wri- 
ters, to point out different officers; and the Biſhop was 
then exaked above his brother Prcſbyter. 1 1 


But this was not the only i innovation which took 


place i in the church, nor was the exalted Biſhop the 


only new officer who was conſtituted and ſet up in it. 


There ſoon entered, and by the ſame door, Subs 
deacons, Archdeacons, Archbiſhops, Patriarchs, &c. 


with a long catalogue of religious rices and ceremo- 


nies, which were introduced, not all at once, indeed, 
but gradatim et paulatim, to beautity and adorn the 
church, and edify its members. y 


| Theſe all ſtand upon the ſame bottom vb Biſhops, 
as diſtinguiſhed from Preſbyrers, and were created 
by the fame Power, i. e. human power. They all 
are the inventions and iuſticutions of uninſpired and 
fallible men. 3 


Some of theſe might originate, tis 1 from 
* views and deſigus, in the weak and injudicjors | 
others from the pride and ambition of à corrupt 
"0 C * 1 clergy, 7 
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elergy, who impoſed on the ignorance and ſuper- 
ſtition of the vulgar; and others might ſpring from 
other cauſes. 


But we mean not to ſettle the point before us by 
human authorities; and it ſeems, indeed, but a uſeleſs 
kind of parade, to muſter the Fathers, as they are 

called to marſhal them on oppoſite ſides, and play 
them off againſt one another. | 


Having the inſpired writings for our inſtrutor and 
| guide, it is of but very little conſequence, in this 
controverſy, what the Fathers, or other fallible men, 
Have wrote or practiſed —what opinions or cuſtoms. 
they have approved or condemned, eſpecially ſince 
they have ſa often contradicted one another, aud 
themſelves too. ; 


As to all innovations upon the ſcripture plan, our 
7 Bovious%s remark, — divorce, is a ſufficient 
confutation of them- . rom the ee _ 
vas net ſo * 


Our appeal” is to the ſacred books of the New: 
Teſtament, where we have, from divine inſpiration, 
the only account we can fully depend on, of the firſt. 
foundation and conſtitution of the Chriſtian Church ; 
— of its laws, ordinances, officers, &c. And there 1 it 
appears, in a light ſufficiently clear and ſtrong, that 
Biſhops, and Preſbyters or Elders, were the ſame 


officers in the Church of Chriſt ;—that there was 


no difference in their qualifications, their powers, Gr 
| employments. 


It will not be expected I ſhould mention all 
thoſe paſſages in the ſacred oracles, which might be 
2 pertinent on this occaſion, I shall take n otice ly 


« Man. Rix 8. 
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of two or three, which may be ſufficient to the preſent 
purpoſe. The firſt is in Tit. i. 5, 7. where the 
Apoſtle Paul tells Titus he left him in Crete—to 
ordain Elders in every city. He then ſhews how | 
theſe Elders were to be qualified. F any man be 
blameleſs, &c. and immediately adds this reaſon of his 
advice-— For a Br/hop muſt be blameleſs. The word 
for there is evidently cauſal, and ſhews the identity of 
office berween an Elder or Preſbyter, and a Biſhop. 


Virtues was to rake care that the perſons he or- 
daiged Eldlers were of bl:meleſs character; and for 
this reaſon, becauſe a Biſhop mult be % But to what 
| Purpoſe could this be fi, or with what propriety, 
unleſs an Elder and a B {hop were the ſame in office? 
Abd from «his paſſage it appears, not only that the 
office of a Biſhop and Elder was the ſame, but that ; 
their qualifications, were the ſame likewiſe. 5 


| The next place 1 ſhall mention is id Ads xx. 17. 
Where we read that Faul being at Miletus, ſent to 
Epheſus for the Elders of the church, to take his 
| 1 leave of them, and to give them his ſolemn 
parting charge. To theſe Elders he thus addreſſed 
himſelf in the 28th verſe, Take heed unto yourſelves, 


and to all the flock over which the Holy Ghoſt hath 


made you overſeers (*wiownys biſhops) to feed the 
the Church of God, which he hath Priebojed with 
his own blood. OE 


Here it is manifeſt, not only that Elders were 
Biſhops: or that their office was one and the ſame, 


but that the work aſſigned them, in the execution 
of their office, was the ſame alſo, viz. to feed the 


Church of God. The word Tous here rendered 


10 Iced, is of fomewhat extenbve meaning, and may 
|  figoity 


r 
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5 ſignify to preſtle over, and govern the church by 
the laws of Chriit, as well as to miniſter o it in 


other reſpects. Elders and Biſhops had therefore the 
ſame power committed ro them in the Church of 


_ Chriſt, and were authorized and directed to perform 


the ſame miniſterial ſervice. 
And this may appear {till farther evident from one 


paſſage more [ ſhall mention, which is in 1 Per. v. 1, 2. 
The Elders which are among you 7 exhort, who am 
alſo an Elder, &c. feed the flock of God which is 
among you, taking the overfight thereof | emionoTevs 


performing the office of Biſhops] not by conſtraint, 


but wllingly, &c. 


I am not inſenſible that ſome objections have been 


offered againſt the plain and obvious ſenſe of the 


above paſſages of Scripture: But theſe have been fo 


often conſidered, and ſo fully removed, that | ſhall 


take no notice of them; nor of attempts which have 
been made to prove a ſuperiority ot rank and power 
in Biſhops above Preſby ters, from the ſuppoſed 
Epiſcopacy of Timothy and Titus The ſuppoſi- 


tion that theſe two Evangeliſts poſſeſſed epiſcopal 


powers, which Presbyters did nor, is ſo intirely without 
any ſcripture foundation, that it merits not our con- 


fideration, any more than the doctrine of an uninter- 
rupted ſucceſſion of Bilhops, in the modern form, even 
from the time of the Apoſtles; and ſome other 
things which over-zzalous and whimſical men have 
hid ſtreſs u pon. 


Our appeal, as I aid before, þ is to the ſacred books 
of the New-Teſtament, where we have the words 


of divine inſpiration to deterwine our Judgment and 


are n 
And 


1 

And it appears, I conceive, with ſufficient evidence, 
from the paſſages above quoted, as well as from many 
others which might be mentioned, that, according to 
the conſtitution and pattern of the Chriſtian Church, 
left us by Chriſt and his Apoſtles, the names Biſhop | 
and Preſbyter or Elder, were uſed indiſcrimivately, 
to ſignify or point out perſons of one and the ſame 
office: that their qualifications, their authority, and 
the work aſſigned to them, were preciſely the ſame. 


They were equally authorized therefore to preach 
the word, to adminiſter the ordinances of the Goſpel, 
to ordain, or ſolemnly to ſeparate other meet perſons, 
to the goſpel miniſtry; and to perform any other 
ſervice which belonged to their office as miniſters of 
Chriſt, From all which we may very juſtly and ſafely 
conclude the validity of ordination by Prefbyters. 
For if the office of theſe and of Biſhops was the 
ſame, and the work appointed to each of them, as 
miniſters of Chriſt, was the ſame, it will then follow, 
as a juſt concluſion, that ordination by Preſbyters 
is ſcriptural and valid, ſuppoſing that the Act of or- 
daining others was a part of the work aſſigned them. 
True, our opponents may ſay, ſuppoſing this. 
ſuppoſing the act of ordaining others, to be a part of 
the work aſſigned to Preſbyters, or even to Preſbpyters 
arid Biſhops in common, then this concluſion might 
be juſt; but this is denied. 1 2 ls 


We grant that a power of ordination exiſted in the 

firſt ordinary and ſtanding, miniſters of the Goſpel, 
and hath deſcended down from them to others, by 
Chriſt's zppoiniment ; but then this power was only 
in Biſhops, as diſtinguiſhed from Preſbyters 


To 
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To this objection, which reſts wholly upon an 
arbitrary diſtinction between the offtice and power 
of Biſhops and Preſbyters, it would be a ſufficient 
anſwer, to obſerve, that we have inſtances, in the 
New-Teſtament, of ordination performed by perſons 
under the name of Preſbyters,* but not a ſingle in- 
ſtance of any performed by perſons under the name 
of Biſhops ; from whence we might fairly conclude, 
that if there was any diſtinction of office and power 
| between theſe, Preſbyters and not ot Biſhops bad 288 
to ordain. 


But I chuſe to reſt has point, at t preſent, upon 
was identity of office, of power, and of work or 
ſervice we have folly proved between Preſpy ters 
and Biſhops. 


| There is no diſpute between Epiſcopalians and us, 
as to Biſhops having, in the apoſtolic age, a divine 
right to ordain others. This we believe and afſert 
equally with them. And it being evident, to de- 
monſtration, that at that time, the words Biſhop and 
Preſbyter were convertible terms, and uſed indiffer- 
ently for each other ;—that Biſhops were Preſbyters, 
and Preſbyters Biſhops ;—that their qualifications, 
their office, their power and buſineſs were the ſame, 
the concluſion is fair and juſt, that ordination by 
Preſpyters is ſcriptural and valid. 


And it follows likewiſe, from what hath been aid 
above, of the equality and ſameneſs of Biſhop and 
Preſbyter, that whatever diſtinction between theſe 
has taken place ſince the apoſtolic age - whatever 
ſuperiority in rank, and dignity of office, or of 
power in the Church of Chriſt, a Biſhop is ſuppoſed 
now to have, above a Preſbyrer, is a diſtinction and 

8  luperiority 


* I Tim, i an, 13, 14. Ades x5, 1 2, 4 
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faperioriry without any foundation. | A Biſhop, thus 


diſtinguiſhed and elevated, is no officer in 'the church 


or kingdom of Chriſt, but merely of human invention 


and creation. 


Abd in. the fame light we juſtly view a + 


number of others, as Canons Deans, Archbiſhops, 


Chancellors, &c. Of theſe, and of ſome other officers, _ 
tho' of high importance in the Church of England, we 
read nothing in the New. Teſtament. They have 
neither name, nor place, nor work aſſigned to them, 
in the divine conſtitution and form ef the Church of 


Chriſt which is there- exhibited. They are all | 


officers of men's creating and fetting up. Their 


exiſtence and au hority are not from Chrilt, the di- 


vine founder and ſupreme head of the Church, Dus. 


wholly from this world. 


But from this ſome may be ready to conclude, I 
am for cutting off the Church of England, from ing 


an part of the Church of Chrilt Be demoliſhing 
all her officers, and nullifying all ber adminiſtrations. 


But ſuch conciuſions as theſe, from what I have 


faid, would not be ſtrictly juſt. Nor do I mean to : 


retaliate upon our epiſcopa} brethren, by wy hard 
ind uncharitable reflections. 


1 ſincerely wiſh the character of 5 church may 
be ever ſupported, and appear reſpectable in the 


eyes of all Chriſtians, ſo far as it is built on the ſoun- 
dation of the Apoſtles and Prophets, Jeſus Chriſt 


himſelf being the chief corner ſtone. 


1 doubt not but great and good meo—ſicere, 


diſciples of Chrilt, have, and ſtill belong to that 


_ eſtabliſhment ; and that ſome of its moſt dignified 
| dergy | have been * ler vicable in Promoting 
| as: | 


+ * 
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3 
the true intereſt of the Redeemer's kingdom : Nor 5 
do J doubt its being a part of the Church of Chriſt, 


notwithſtanding the many on additions which | 
Kill adhere to it. 


But then theſe additions —all its deviations from the 
feripture pattern, cannot be juſtly eſteemed any part 
of its character, as a Church of Chriſt, but ſo many 
cortuptions it has unhappily received, and ſtill retains; 
and which, inſtead of adding to its true beauty and 
glory, really disfigure and deform it. Theſe are not 
gold, ſilver and precious ſtones, built on Chriſt, the 

only foundation, but wood, hay and ſtubble, which 

the power of truth ad in time, purge and panty f 
it from. 


And tho” the Glock of Chrilt TONES no ſuch 
os as Biſhops, of ſuperior rank and power to 
Preſbyrers, yet l charitable believe ordination by theſe 
may be valid. Not indeed, as they are Biſhops, in a 
Prelatical ſenſe, but as they are Scripture Biſhops, 
and the ſame in rank and office with Preſpyters. 
For it is only in this view of them, that they can 


juſtly be conſidered as officers in Chriſt's kingdom, 


and as having any divine right to ordain: la the 
other view, all their authority is from this world, add 
5 1s, therefore, in reality, no authority at all. 


So that if our ordiuations by Preſbyters are not 
| wore valid than thoſe by Biſhops, they certainly can- 
not be leſs ſo, unleſs an authority derived from men 

merely from this world, may be ſuppoſed greater and 
| berter than an authority derived from heaven. 


I ſhall now beg your farther patience, only ill 
"offers few PROTO Upon, or inferences from what 

hath been faid, „„ ERS, bs 
at 45 _ 5 „ 1. Tte ; 
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1 The Chriſtian Church being of divine original. 
we ſhould ever look on its conſtitution a as Ns _ 
| inviolable. | 


Every work of God i is verſed i in its kind,” nor 1 
we able to improve upon, and mend, what was de- 
ſigned and executed by infinite wiſdom. The moſt 
pious vie ws and motives will not juſtify us in attempt- 
Tug this, as we have neither authority nor capacity 
for ſuch buſineſs. Corruptions in the Church, tis 1 
highly probable, were early introduced. by a diſpo- 1 ? 
ſition to mend it, or make alterations to its advantage. — 
Good men, but weak and injudicious, imagined that 
an officer of higher rank and greater power, than a f 
common Preſbyter, would have more influence 1 & | 
correcting abuſes } in the Church, keeping out hereſies, 3 
dc. Hence, ?tis likely; the office of a Biſhop, as 
diſtinguiſhed from, and ſuperior to Prelbyter, firlt © 
took its riſe. Other alterations might proceed from 


the ſame cauſe, and. many OM our cauſes much 
leſs juſtifiabſe. 7% 


Corruptions once beguy, were carried from 0 one 
degree to another, till, in ſome places, what was called 
the Church of Chriſt, had very little of its original form 
left, and became almoſt intirely a kingdom of this world. 


Biſhops, in particular, were not only raiſed above 
Preſbyters, but their elevation gradually increafed; 
ITbey were made Archbiſhops, Patriatchs, &c. And, 
in ſome places, in addition to their epiſcopal dignities, 
they were created Counts, Morguiſſef. Dukes; and have 

ſometimes claimed and poſſeſſed all the Regalia of ſo- | 

vereign Princes, They have given laws to vations, 1 be” 

and battle to their enemies, at the head of numerous 


armies of their own raiſing. This was making the J 
Cburch of Cbriſt a church milicant indeed. CHD, 


D LY | | Bat | | A; 4 


_— 


But how unlike to the meek and benevolent Son of 
God, who came not to deſtroy men's lives, but to ſave 
them, muſt theſe military heroes appear, who pretend- 
dd to be his diſciples, and officers in his kingdom? 
Now, as ſuch groſs corruptions proceeded from 
mall alterations, at firſt, in the ſcripture plan, how 
_ cautious ſhould” we be of ever attempting any thing 
- of this nature.! How inviolable ſhould we hold the 
bono ot Benet oi IEEE EET 
And it is by a cloſe and ſteadfaſt adherence to that 
divine pattern left us by Chtilt and his Apoſtles, that 
we may hope the truth, as it in Jeſus. will, in time, 
| Prevail over error and ſuperſtition, and, by its power- 
ful efficacy, remove, by degrees, all thoſe human 
alterations, which have ſo greatly mutilated and de- 
formed the church ;—will reſtore it to its original 
Purity d glory, when it will appear again, to its 
Friends, fair as the moon, and clear as the ſun; and 
to its enemies, terrible as an army with baoners. 
2. The ſupremacy of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, orer 
his own church or kingdom; his being the ſole 
legiſlator and authoritative ruler in it, as this (ſhould. 
caution us againſt aſpiring at any lordly dominion 
over others, ſo it ſhould guard us againſt ſubmitting 
to the authority of any, who would uſurp and exerciſe 
ſuch dominion over us. e Rn 
In all things which reſpect our religious faith 
aud practice, we are to recur to the ſacred ſtandard 
Chriſt hath. left us. We are to compare all things 
with this, and to judge of all things by this. 


* 
= --- 
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11 f is ; of but licthe | importance to us, what are the 


opinions or practice of this or that fallible man, unleſs 


we can find them agreeable to the doctrines and laws 


of Chriſt. He only is our Maſtes in what relates 


to conſcience, and our eternal ſalvation, To him we 
ſtand or fall. And if we approve ourſelves. to him, 
we need not be greatly anxious as to what men may 


Judge or ſay of us. 


Y . Upon the principles which 5 . now laid | 
down-and eitablithed; our diſſent from the Church of 
5 England our rej ction of hen form of government 


of ber rites and ceremonies, muſt be forever juſtified. 


965 We diſſent from her in no article, but where We 
are well perſuaded ſhe herſelf has diſſented from the 
Scripture Plan. We reject nothing, but what we are 
well perſuaded. had its rite and eſtabliſhment from 
the inventions aud powęr of men. We ſeparate from 
her, only fo tar as we believe ſhe has deviated from 
the form, and conſtitution of Chriſt's kingdom, and 


is become a kingdom of this world. And thus far, 
even our allegiance o Jeſus Chriſt,, as our only 


ſupreme head, our lawgiver, -our wier gag: judge. 5 


obliges us to diſſent. 


Inſtead therefore of nag our « ebe Kater : 
were guilty of ſchiſm, of which r and their fol- 
eparating from 


lowers have been * accuſed, in 


the Church of England, and caſting bff the yoke 

under which they had groaned, we ought ro venerate 

ond honor their memories, for that pious zeal and 

- fortitude they diſcovered, in afferting: the liberty 

_  wherewith Chriſt had made them free: And that 

6s mom a W to their own ee and che * 4 
Q 


wg - 


Te) 
of iat divine Lord, they ſubmitted to bardfhipy and 


ſufferings, in, planting churches in this land, more 
| wee le to the goſpel pattern, : 


And it certainly becomes us their Jofoendenny 
who reap the happy fruits of their trials, not to become 
again entangled with the yoke of bondage; but 0 


ſtand faſt in that liberty they have tranſmitted to us. 


And from the ſame principles which juſtify our 
_ difſent, ia general, from the epiſcopal form and go- 
vertiment of the charch, we conclude, and wich the 
 gredteſti reaſon, the validity bat onion Pay Or? - 
ters or Seripture-Biſnõs. 


* For, by examining the conſtitution of the church, 
or kivgdon of Chriſt—its doctrines and laws the 
officers he hath appointed' in it their * 
and powers, and the work he has aſſigned to them, 
ss theſe things 'are placed before us in the New- 
Tetesept cel ſuch examination, we find it evi- 
dent, beyond all reaſonable doubt, that Biſhops and 
Preſbyters had one“ and the ſame office, and equal 
authorit 10 to perform all miniſterial ſervices, and 
I bereſo berdagzon among the reſt. And the ob- 
jections to this, from our opponents, being grounded, 
maioly, on a; ſuppoſed. ſuperiority. of Biſhops to 
Preſbyters, and reſting. on un warrantable alterations 
in the Church of Chriſt, and receiving therefore all 
their nen, human authority, ought not, in the 
deciſion, of the preſent point, to have. the weighs... 
of..a.feather... un: en one mom ii 16 
And I cannot but recommend it to e 5 
young gentlemen of chis Society in particular, and 
1 3 * them as are deſigned for the 


gol pet 


. 


J 


N poſpel miniſtry, to give cloſe attention to che rel 
Scriptures in their examination of this ſubject. Your 
looking back into antiquity, will, indeed be no dif- 
advantage to you, nor to the practice or cauſe of thele 
Churches, if you can take a proper extenſive” view 
of what has been wrote relative o this controverſy. 


* 1 «Tt: 


But then remember that after all your reſearches, 
the ſacred Seriptures ought to be your guide. The 
Vvords of Chriſt, and of his Apoſtles, are not only 


more ancient than thoſe of the Fathers, as they are 


Called, and of later writers, but they alone are of 
divine authority, and ought to determine and ſettle 
our judgment, in all things of a· religious nature. 


PF 


And I am perſuaded that the more the preſent 


point is viewed and examined by the light of Scrip- 


ture, the evidence for the validity of preſbyterian 
ordination will appear brighter and Rronger, ag 


A W over all objection. : * 


To concl ade, 


ee fog 


Let it be the concern of all that they! are * 1 
55 od real ſubjects of the kingdom of Chriſt.” A ra. 
gion ſo evidently divine as that which the Gofpel - 


reaches, and the great deſign of which is ſo infivitely 


gracious, muſt, in the higheſt degree, deferve our 


attention; and greatly ſolicitous ſhould we all be, that 
we experience its ſanctifying and faving influence. 


But our beloved ſons, the ſtudents in this place, : 


for whoſe welfare we feel a parental tenderneſs, 


will ſuffer me, in a particular: manner, t0.1 9 
8 this to nem. : 


Sy Amidſt : 


* PI *, 4 


f 
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Amidſt all your ſtadies of tlie liberal arts and 
ſciences, and to acquire thoſe literary accompliſhments, 


which may juſtly atorn your character. and render 


you uſeful members ot ſociety, let me requeſt it of you, 


not to neglect the ſtudy of yourſelves, and a proper 


cultivation of your own minds, in a moral view. 


Converſe much with the facred claſſics. Make | 
the doctrines and laws of Chriſt familiar to you. 


Often compare yourſelves with, and examine your- 
ſelves by them; and be concerned that every thing 


yet amiſs in your tempers or lives, be rectified by the 


grace of the Goſpel ; that you are daily improving 
in the true and ſolid virtues of Chriſtianity, and ripen- 


ing for that ſtate of cndleſs glory and * which 5 


: Loo: be the portion of the righteous. 


Believe me, my young friends, all the glitceriog = 


1 of this preſent world, ſo apt to engage aud 


_ captivate the mind in early life, are but gilded dancing 
bubbles which vaniſn in a moment, 3 * 


this. 


And may we all ſo condo e the W 


Nate, as to be accepted of our great lawgiver, ruler 


and judge, and find our lot among his faithful ſub- 


jects, ar that important time, when having put down 
all rule, and, all authority and power, and ſubdued 
all his and his church's enemies, he ſhall deliver 


* __ to the e and * * de 1 


* 
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